Comparison of Commercially Available Terminal Vascular Contrast Agents
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Microfil®

Mercox

Cost per mouse*

‘Working time once prepared

Curing time once perfused

Scanning time post-perfusion

Stability of purchased product

Toxicity"*

Disposals

$23USD

Will stay in solution indefinitely
when kept above 40°C and
adjusted for water loss

30-60 minutes
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5 years when stored unmixed
i a cool dry location

Non-toxic

Not environmentally hazardous-
practice standard waste disposal

$30 USD

20-45 minutes

Same as working time above

90 minutes

< 6 months

Contains lead chromate-
a carcinogen and produces
poisonous gases in fire

Dispose of as hazardous waste

$29 USD

5710 minutes

Same as working time above

Tissues must be chemically
macerated leaving a cast
that is scanned at a later time

‘Store both the resin and
the catalyst in a cool dark
cabinet to avoid decomposition
of the peroxide catalyst and
pponta o] polymerization
the resin.

Dangerous, highly flammable

liquid and Vapor, skin irrtant,
‘may cause allergic skin reaction
ind respiratory irritation

‘Burn in a chemical incinerator

care in igniting as this material
is highly flammable- observe
all state, federal and local laws'>
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